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Attention High School Juniors:

What Did You Do Last Summer?
Represent Boone Electric at Youth Tour 2010 in Washington, D.C.

ach summer, more than 80 high school
E juniors from Missouri take the trip of a

lifetime. Boone Electric Cooperative will
sponsor four students on an all-expense-paid
trip to our nation's capital. These students will
join more than 1,500 high school juniors from 44
states at Youth Tour 2010.

Youth Tour is an annual conference focused
on educating students about electric cooperatives,
American history and U.S. government. The 2010
trip is scheduled for June 11 - 18.

Student Eligibility

The Youth Tour contest is open to any high
school junior attending school in the Boone Elec-
tric Cooperative service area. Home-schooled
students are also eligible to apply.

Application Content

The following items must be submitted to be
considered for the 2010 Youth Tour competition
finals:

« A signed and dated copy of the completed
2010 Youth Tour Application.

o A paragraph stating why you should be se-
lected as a delegate to represent Boone Elec-
tric Cooperative at the Rural Electric Youth
Tour in Washington, D.C.

o A paragraph explaining in your own words —
What is an electric cooperative?

o A letter of recommendation from a teacher,
coach or youth organization leader.

Application Delivery and Deadline
Youth Tour applications are available at each high
school counselor's office. One can also be down-
loaded at www.BooneElectric.coop.

Applications must be received at Boone
Electric's office no later than Monday, March 1, at
5 p.m. They may be hand-delivered or mailed to:

BEC Youth Tour Contest
1413 Rangeline Street

P.O. Box 797

Columbia, MO 65205-0797

Applications may also be e-mailed to Jessica
Spencer at jspencer@booneelectric.com.

Finals Competition

Students selected for the finals competition will
be notified by March 19. The finals competition
takes place April 29. Boone Electric will send up
to four students to Washington, D.C. Finalists
not selected as Youth Tour delegates will receive a
$250 non-renewable college scholarship.

For More Information

Reference material will be available at each high
school and at Boone Electric's office. Online
resources include www.booneelectric.coop, www.
amec.org/youth.html and www.youthtour.coop.
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Commitment to Community

Sophomores:

Attend youth leadership
conference at state capital.

ophomores attending school in the
SBoone Electric service area are eligible

to attend the 2010 Cooperative Youth
Conference and Leadership Experience
(CYCLE) this summer in Jefferson City.

Up to six high school sophomores will
be selected to represent Boone Electric at the
conference. CYCLE focuses on educating
students on state government and electric
cooperative business, while teaching leader-
ship skills.

Delegates will also visit the State Capi-
tol, Supreme Court of Missouri, Senate and
House of Representatives Chambers, and
the Missouri State Museum.

Guidelines for CYCLE are the same as
Youth Tour, excluding the finals competition
and scholarships. CYCLE applications are
available at each high school counselor's office
or can be downloaded at www.BooneElectric.
coop. Like Youth Tour, CYCLE looks great on
a college application.
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2009 Youth Tour delegates stand on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.
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Help prevent power outages by
recognizing trees in need of trimming
near power lines. Yard trees that need
to be eliminated will be replaced at
no charge. Contact our Right-of-Way

Department for more information. ,.? 5 Boone Electric

Cooperative
(573) 449-4181 cooperatve

Save Energy. Save Money

Home Performance with Energy Star® - a complete
home energy audit program.

Step 1. Home Performance Assessment
Step 2. Gather bids for improvements
Step 3. Rebates

Step 4. Complete the work

To learn more about this program or to schedule an energy
audit, contact BEC Member Services at (573) 449-4181.
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| SET MY THERMOSTAT
TO CHEAP.
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I'm saving more than $200 a year
just by programming a thermostat.
What can you do?
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Bright Futures
Community Trust will award
12 scholarships in 2010.

college education is more important
Athan ever in today's competitive job

market. Rising tuition costs and a
struggling economy make it difficult for many
families to afford this important step in their
children's lives.

In 2010, the Boone Electric Community
Trust will award 12 scholarships totaling
$24,000. Eligible students are not required to
be members of Boone Electric Cooperative
but must live within the cooperative's service
area. Scholarships will be presented to one
student from each of the eight public high
schools in the BEC service area. The remain-
ing four "at-large" scholarships are intended
for college and non-traditional students and
those attending private or home schools.

Scholarships will be distributed based on
the applicant's scholastic achievements, finan-
cial need, community service and leadership
activities.

Interested students should contact their
high school counselor for applications and
deadlines. All "at-large" applicants should
contact the BEC Communications Dept. at
573-449-4181. Applications are also available
at www.BooneElectric.coop. The deadline to
submit at-large applications is March 19.

Scholarships are made available, in part,
by the generosity of BEC members donating
to Operation Round Up.

2009 - Anything
But Typical

Lower member load due
mostly to cooler summer.

o ith cooler summer and several
energy efficiency initiatives in
place, such as Take Control &

Save, member load, system-wide, was down
in summer 2009 for the first time since the
early 1980s. According to Associated Elec-
tric Cooperative Inc., member load was 20
percent below budget in July and nearly 18
percent below budget in August.

A typical July has more than 425 cool-
ing degree-days — July 2009 saw less then
300. Degree-days are used to measure the
energy usage for cooling and heating. On
days when the average daily temperature is
above 65°F, a cooling degree-day is the dif-
ference between the average daily tempera-
ture and 65°F.

The greater the cooling degree-day
measurement, the more the air conditioner
is likely to be running. For example, on a
day with an average temperature of 80°F,
there would be 15 cooling degree-days
recorded (80-65=15).

Heating degree-days are calculated
using the average daily temperature that is
less than 65°F.

Continue Making Your Voices Heard
Contact your senators with one consistent message:
Let's get this right; Let's keep this affordable.

ver the past few months, elec-

tric co-op members — more than
600,000 all together — from across
the country have expressed concern regard-
ing climate change legislation. However,
these voices were ignored with the passing
of S.1733 by the U.S. Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee.

This early measure lacks achievable
emission caps and time-
lines and fails to include
adequate  technology
development incentives.
The bottom line is that
there is still no guaran-
tee that your electric bill
will remain affordable.

"Rather than mov-
ing climate change goals toward a solution
that protects consumers,” explains Glenn
English, CEO of the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA), "the
959-page measure took a big step backward.”

But with only 11 of 100 senators already
voicing support of this measure, we must
continue to make our voices heard. For
those who have not yet done so, go to www.
ourenergy.coop and send your legislators a
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Our Energy, Our Future”
A Dialogue With America

personalized message. If you have already
responded to the most recent Our Energy,
Our Future campaign topic, please continue
to contact senators Bond and McCaskill
regarding climate change legislation and
affordable electric rates. It is suggested you
consider sending an e-mail rather than a
hand-written letter, which can take up to
eight weeks to reach the senators' offices
due to security.

Members are also
welcome to fill out
a postcard at Boone
Electric. We will enter
your information into
the web site, which
then sends an e-mail
to both senators.

Electric co-ops support climate change
goals that reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions while protecting consumers, promote
investment in new technologies, and spur
economic goals. We must continue to
remind our senators to keep climate change
goals fair, affordable and achievable as legis-
lative debate proceeds.

Spend a few moments today and make
your voice heard. Go to www.ourenergy.coop.
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Save On Heating Costs This Winter

Keep your energy costs down this winter by following these tips.

: oone Electric works hard to hold down
B energy prices. You can also play an impor-

tant role in controlling your energy costs by
evaluating your home and taking simple steps to
trim unnecessary energy use.

As illustrated in the graph to the right, heat-
ing and cooling costs account for
more than half of the total energy
expenses in the average home.
Several inexpensive measures can
be taken to reduce your home's
demand for heating and cooling.
Some examples include adding
weather stripping around doors,
caulk around windows, door
frames and other points of entry.

Inside the house, caulk can be
added around window and door
casing and baseboards. Expanding
foam insulation should be consid-
ered in areas where plumbing pen-
trates through drywall. Insulated
blinds and curtains are also good ideas for keeping
the heat in your home this winter.

While these steps will help make your home
more airtight, the most effective and least expensive
thing you can do to lower your heating costs is to
simply turn down your thermostat. Many experts
recommend a setting of 68°F during the winter.

The most efficient way to condition your home is to
set your thermostat at the same temperature as the
outdoors. But that is neither realistic nor healthy in
extreme heat or cold conditions. "We recommend
you set it as low as possible, but maintain a comfort-
able and healthy environment," says Chris Rohlfing,
Boone Electric Cooperative Manager of Member
Services.

With each degree you lower the temperature
comes a 3.1% savings on your heating costs. One
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way to achieve this is to lower the average tempera-
ture of your home. For example, if your thermostat
is set at 70°F while you are home, lowering it to 60°
while you are gone for the day will create an average
temperature of 65°F.
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There are a number of options for members to
help make their homes more airtight and energy
efficient. The Weatherization Assistance Program
from Central Missouri Community Action provides
qualified members with up to $6,500 in energy-efhi-
cient upgrades to their homes. Contact the CMCA
office nearest you to see if you qualify. Guidelines
are based on family size and household income.
Visit CMCA's web site at www.showmeaction.org or
contact the Boone County office at 573-443-8731.

Information about this program and other
energy efficiency programs is available at Boone
Electric. If you do not qualify for the Weatheriza-
tion Assistance program, ask about Boone Electric's
Home Performance with Energy Star® program.
Contact Member Services at 573-449-4181.

Frequently Asked Member Questions
BEC Manager of Member Services Chris Rohlfing

provides the answers.

When does replacing windows in a home make
economic sense? If you have single-pane windows,
it may be wise to add a storm window. Two panes

of glass will lose half as much heat, compared to one
pane. However, if the windows are leaking air and
cannot be sealed with weather stripping or other
sealing practices, replacing them is advised. Consider
installing triple-pane low-E windows.

Should I turn off lights when I leave a room for
only a few minutes? Yes. It's free, and it saves energy.
You can save a lot of energy over time. However, be
sure to install efficient CFL light bulbs to save money
and energy when they do need to be on.

I have turbine vents on my roof that are used for
attic ventilation. I have heard that I should cover
them in the winter to help “hold the heat in.” Is
it a good practice to cover them? Attic vents are
designed to allow air flow through the attic, thus
keeping it dry. A better idea is to seal leaks between

the house and attic. If your home has duct work in
the attic, be sure it is properly sealed. Leaking ducts
can also contribute to moisture in the attic.

How much should I lower the thermostat in my
home when I am going to be gone during the day?
Doesn’t it cost more to heat everything in the
house back up? By lowering the temperature in your
home while you are gone, you are not only reducing
the amount of heat loss to the outside, but you are
also lowering your home's average temperature. It
will not cost you more to raise the temperature back
to a comfortable setting, except if your home has a
heat pump with electric backup heat.

Find answers to ways to cut your energy costs when
you purchase "Cut Your Energy Bills Now," by Bruce
Harley. This book is available at Boone Electric for
only $12.95 plus tax. Contact Member Services for
more information at 573-449-4181.

Hey Kids,
Cowme play with me and learn _e—
about electricity, safety and
saving energy.
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ost of you likely remember
the record-breaking ice
storm that crippled much

of the southern half of Missouri last
year. Several people were without
power for more than a month. Boone
Electric will continue its dedication to
keeping the lights on. However, when
severe weather hits, you'll be safer and
less-inconvenienced with the following
supplies on hand:

flashlight with spare batteries
candles
wind-up clock
manual can opener
paper plates and plastic utensils
bottled water
extra blankets
radio with spare batteries
matches
firewood and kindling
prescription medication
lighter
non-perishable food
first-aid kit

After the storm...

Be aware and stay clear of downed
power lines — they might be energized.
Call Boone Electric immediately to
report the damage. Listen to local radio
stations for emergency information
and weather reports. In the event of an
extended outage, updates are available
at www.booneelectric.coop.
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Thursday, January 7

Event: Book Discussion

Location: Columbia Regional Library

Time: 7 - 8 p.m. (Reserve your seat beginning Jan. 5)

Contact:  573-443-3161; TTY 573-443-6027; 1-800-324-4806; www.dbrl.org

Friday, January 8

Event: Officer Molly Bowden Memorial Blood Drive
Location: Grace Bible Church, 601 Blue Ridge, Columbia
Time: 1l1am.-7 p.m.

Contact: www.savealifenow.org (code: mollybowdenmemorial)

Wednesday, January 13

Event: Winter Olympics Frolic (Ages 6-12)

Location: Columbia Regional Library

Time: 7 - 8 p.m. (Registration begins Dec. 29)

Contact:  573-443-3161; TTY 573-443-6027; 1-800-324-4806; www.dbrl.org

Thursday, January 14

Event: 2010 Columbia Celebrates Diversity Celebration
Location: Holiday Inn Select Expo Center

Time: 7 - 8:45 a.m.

Contact:  573-874-7488; OCS@GoColumbiaMo.com

Monday, January 19

Event: Dr. Martin Luther King Candle Light March & Memorial Celebration
Location: Douglass High School to St. Luke UMC

Time: March - 6:30 p.m.; Celebration - 7 p.m.

Contact: www.GoColumbiaMo.com

Do you know of a community
(2 event going on in your area?

Do you know of a special event, meeting, fair or
festival that you think other people might want to
know about? All you have to do is send us a little bit of in-
formation. Listed below are the due dates for submissions
and a form listing all of the information we need. Please be
aware that because of printing deadlines, information must be received
well in advance.

Because of space limitations, not all events will appear in the Touchstone
Energy® Community Calendar. Please visit our web site at www.boone-

Submission Deadline Publication Date
January 20, 2010 March 2010
February 20,2010 April 2010
March 20, 2010 May 2010
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. Required Information

1 Name of Event:

Date: /

Location:

Contact Information:

Mail to:
Boone Electric Cooperative, Attn: Communications Dept.,
1413 Rangeline St., P.O. Box 797, Columbia, MO 65205
E-mail to: comments@booneelectric.com

Tuesday, January 20

Event: Stacey Earle & Mark Stuart Concert (Adults and Teens)

Location: Columbia Regional Library

Time: 7 - 8 p.m. (Reserve your seat beginning Jan. 5)

Contact:  573-443-3161; TTY 573-443-6027; 1-800-324-4806; www.dbrl.org

Sunday, January 31

Event: 2010 MFA Oil/Break Time Shootout
Location: Mizzou Arena

Time: First game - 11:40 a.m.; Last game - 8 p.m.
Contact:  573-882-2101; smsg.org for ticket info

COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY:
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BEC Assistant Manager Al Lynch feeds a ball to the first contestant of
the season during a half-time shootout at Sturgeon High School. Josh
Dubbert made three shots and walked away with $150.

Giving Back to Our Schools

BEC hosts half-time shootouts at local
high school basketball games.

n December 1, Boone Electric Cooperative tipped off an-

other season of Touchstone Energy Night at the Ballgame.

The co-op will again host half-time shootouts at six local
high school basketball games.

Boone Electric will donate $500 to each host school. During
half-time in the second game of the evening, the co-op will give
one lucky fan the chance to win up to $250 in a shootout. The Stur-
geon Bulldogs hosted the Madison Panthers to begin the season.
The second shootout was scheduled for December 21 with the
Hallsville Indians hosting the Fayette Falcons.

Upcoming shootout dates include:

« January 15 - Centralia Panthers vs. Hallsville Indians

« January 19 - Rock Bridge Lady Bruins vs. Jefferson City Jays
o January 26 - Harrisburg Bulldogs vs. Centralia Panthers

o February 16 - Southern Boone Eagles vs. Harrisburg Bulldogs




